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Vicuña is an ernblernuiic species of the Alliplano. (3400-4500 rnasi) of the Andean region 
in South Arnerica. This wild species is a low irnpact grazer with several adaptations lo the 
harsh conditions of the hioh altitude semi desert which inhabits. Alona its distribution 
vicuñas have a social oroaiization consistino in familv arauos l a  male. 3 4  fernales and 

, 7  . . 
ca vcs) and ~acnnlor groJps iriat can bc mo; llnx b e  n nao la1  d.sirib~; ori a; slr.clLrn. 
V.cLrias is h1qn.y pr17cd lo! 1s I ne liare sricc prnhiclor c lmes. A pop~ la l  on thal was 
probably .ri crccss lo 1.6 mll'on aller EJzopnnri ~oon17allori r i  lhe XVlih CerilJry .vas 
i< led l o  over-nxpoilaton and rinarly nrt ncton s in trin mddlc o1 ihe XXlh CnniLiy 
Effective protection laws have resulted in a recovety of some population and in sorne 
areas. vicuña are found at relatively high densioes, which has led local communities to 
begin to view the species as a potentially significant source of incorne and several 
rnanagement planc have been initiated. These prograrns are environmental in nature, and 
include a diilerent ranae of aclors and interests. In this oaoer we oresent a review of the ~ ~ . , 
relationship behveen ieople and vicuñas through time. ernphasizing present day bonds 
linking Puna's indigenous population, vicuñas, and environment. 
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